
SAN JOSÉ STATE   
UNIVERSITY          

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
POLICY 

The University emphasizes 
responsible citizenship and 
an understanding of ethical 
choices inherent in human 
development. Academic 
honesty and fairness foster 
ethical standards for all 
those who depend upon the 
integrity of the university, its 
courses, and its degrees.  
This policy sets the        
standards for such integrity 
and shall be used to inform 
students, faculty and staff of 
the university’s Academic 
Integrity Policy.  The public 
is defrauded if faculty and/or 
students knowingly or      
unwittingly allow dishonest 
acts to be rewarded        
academically and the      
university’s degrees are 
compromised. 

STUDENT ROLE  
It is the role and obligation 
of each student to: 
  
1.    Know the rules that  

preserve academic   
integrity and abide by 
them at all times. This 
includes learning and 
following the particular 
rules associated with 
specific classes, exams 
and/or course           
assignments.            
Ignorance of these rules 
is not a defense to the 
charge of violating the 
Academic Integrity   
Policy. 

  
2. Know what the          

consequences of      
violating the Academic 
Integrity  Policy will be, 
student’s appeal rights, 

       and the procedures to 
be followed in the     
appeal. 

  
3.    Foster academic       

integrity among peers. 
  
The Academic Integrity   
policy can be found at 
http:/sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_ 
affairs/index.html.    
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OFFICE OF JUDICIAL AFFAIRS 

Turnitin.com  
got its start in 1996 when a 
group of  researchers at UC 
Berkeley created a series of 
computer programs to  
monitor the  recycling of  
research papers in their 
large undergraduate classes 
HOW DOES TURNITIN.COM 

PREVENT PLAGIARISM?  
It prevents and detects         
plagiarism by comparing     
submitted papers to billions 
of pages of content located 
on the Internet and their  
proprietary databases. The  
results of the comparisons 
are compiled, one for each    

paper submitted, in custom 
"Originality Reports." These   
reports are sent to participating 
educators, who access the    
results by logging into their    
Turnitin.com account(s). 
 
Adapted from the  turnitin.
com website. 

SJSU HAS A NEW ACADEMIC 
 INTEGRITY POLICY 

Turnit in .com i s  increas ing the number of 
students  getting caught for plagiarizing 



What constitutes as academic          
dishonesty at San José State University 
is spelled out in the new Academic   
Integrity Policy.  The most common 
forms of  academic dishonesty are 
cheating and plagiarism, both are     
defined below. 
 
Cheating (abridged):  The act of       
obtaining or attempting to obtain credit 
for academic work through the use of 
any dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent 
means.  
Plagiarism (abridged):  The act of     
representing the work of another as 
one’s own (without giving appropriate 
credit) regardless of how that work was 
obtained, and submitting it to fulfill   
academic requirements. 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 
SUSPENSION - Separation of the       
student from student status from the 
campus for a definite period of time. 
 
EXPULSION - Permanent separation of 
student from student status from the 
campus. 
 
 
 
 

The Office of Judicial Affairs deals with 
the student status.  If you violate a    
policy you are putting your SJSU      
student status at risk.   
 
Violating any of the policies may      
warrant  expulsion, suspension,        
probation or a lesser sanction. 
 
The Office of Judicial Affairs serves as 
a resource for students, faculty, staff by  
doing presentations to classes,         

It is the responsibility of the Office of 
Judicial Affairs to enforce the San José 
State University Student Code of    
Conduct and the Student Organization 
Code of  Conduct. 
 
We focus on pairing  student             
development with the appropriate     
disciplinary sanctions to help students 
facilitate their emotional and              
educational growth. 
 

disseminating the policy to the campus       
community, and providing a host of  
online resources for both students,        
faculty and staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http:/sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.
html 

P A G E  2  

WHAT ARE THE  SJSU             
CONSEQUENCES FOR            

VIOLATING THE ACADEMIC      
INTEGRITY POLICY  

There are two levels of sanctions that 
will be imposed for violating the policy. 

Academic Sanctions  
(Course Instructor) 

• A student receives an “F” for the 
assignment. 

•     The student’s overall grade is  
    lowered. 

•     A student receives an “F” in the   
       course. 

 
 Administrative Sanctions  

(The Office of Judicial Affairs) 
 

PROBATION - A period of time during 
which the privilege of continuing in    
student status is conditional. 

student’s work. 

√ Make sure you understand the specific 
standards for an assignment or class.  If 
you don’t know, ask. 

√ Seek assistance when you need it. 

√ Discourage your friends and class-
mates from cheating by providing them 

support, information, and by being an 
example. 

√ Do your own work, the purpose of   
assignments is to develop your skills 
and measure your progress. 

√ Tell the truth when discussing your 
work with your instructor. 

 

√ Don’t do it!  A poor grade is better than 
and “F” in the course, suspension, or 
expulsion. 

√ Run your paper through turnitin.com to 
be sure you have not inadvertently 
missed citations. 

√ Protect your work from others, and do 
not take unfair advantage of another 

A C A D E M I C  I N T E G R I T Y  A N D  Y O U !  

A STUDENT JEOPARDIZES HIS/HER SJSU STUDENT STATUS BY 

VIOLATING THE ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY. 

The office of judicial affairs 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS 

What is academic dishonesty 


